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sus to Tabriz, built by Imperial Russia with a view to in-
vading Persia. Also, financial incompetence had so depleted
the Persian treasury as to leave an opening for foreign inter-
ference, which was definitely invited by the Government.
Tehran, the capital, lies in the north, within easy reach of
a Russian expedition, but out of reach of a British one.
Russia was, therefore, at a diplomatic advantage, and when
a British Minister endeavoured to win over the Shah, that
potentate is said to have put a bow-string round his own neck
to indicate how his country stood in relation to her.
Every expansion of Russian influence in Persia increased
British anxiety. For, if Russia came out into the Persian
Gulf, she would be in a position to attack the trade routes
across the Indian Ocean and also to threaten India itself.
England was compelled to uphold the independence of
Persia so that she might, like Afghanistan, serve as a buffer
State, When, then, Sir Edward Grey made a Treaty with
Russia in 1927, he included in it an agreement for a divided
control of Persia. The part on the Indian side was to be
regarded as the British zone and the rest as a Russian zone.
By this means the safety of the Indian frontier was secured.
The whole of the Persian Gulf was not included in the
British zone. That was where British diplomacy was so clever.
After preventing Russia from obtaining an ice-free port in
the Far East by means of the Anglo-Japanese Alliance,
it would have been unreasonable to deny her one in the
Middle East. So England gave up the Gulf and made it
into a neutral zone with which neither Power was to inter-
fere. In effect, she prevented Russia from coming out into
the Gulf, a diplomatic victory.
During the Great War there was a good deal of fighting
in Persia, for all that she was neutral, over the possession
of her promising oil-fields. England has, among other things,
been much concerned to extend the activities of the Anglo-
Persian Oil Company, which may be described as one of
her branch shops. The oil-fields were found to be in what
the Anglo-Russian Treaty defined as a neutral zone, so, in
a secret Treaty with France and Russia, England got her
zone extended to include them, and in exchange agreed to
let Russia take Constantinople after the War.
The Russian Revolution rendered this secret Treaty in-
operative, but did not put an end to Anglo-Russian antagon-